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7% SOUTHBRIDGE. ©

Southbridge, Worcester County, Massachusetts, was incorporated as
a town Feb. 15, 1816. Its colonial and revolutionary history is merged in
that of Charlton, Sturbridge and Dudley, from which its territory was
taken. 'The origin of the town wasin a poll-parish, incorporated Feb. 28,
1801. 'The name Southbridge was finally adopted, after much discussion,
on Jan. 20, 1815, and stands unique among all the places of the country.
The first town meeting was held March 6, 1816.

Marcy's grist and saw mill in 1732 was the first factory on the
Quinebaug which winds its circuitous but useful way through the town,
and ever since, Southbridge has taken a prominent place among the
industrial centres of New England.




Four villages in the town—the Centre, Globe Village, Sandersdale
and Shuttleville—justify its claims to be an up-to-date community, as a
perusal of the following pages will serve to prove.

It is proud of its schools, streets, and public buildings, its social,
intellectual and religious activity, and its various manufacturing industries
and farming interests. Its public library of 17,000 volumes is worthy of
special mention, and in and near the town one may wander for hours
amid natural and artificial beauties.

It has three weekly newspapers, electric lights and street railway,
sewerage and water-supply systems, and communication with the outside
world over the Southbridge branch of the N. Y., N. H., & H., R. R.

The population of the town is 10,000, and the valuation about $4,000,-
000. It is a town which has been built up by internal capital and energy,
and as such is famous among its sister towns of the Commonwealth. The
town has over five miles of concrete sidewalk, and the busiest part of
Main street is macadamized. The town takes special care of its streets,
which are well-shaded in summer, and well-lighted at night.

Southbridge was the birthplace and early home of William ILearned
Marcy, once Governor of New York, United States Senator, and Secretary
of War and State.

Hete were also born, Holmes Ammidown, millionaire merchant
of New York, donor of a perpetual lease of our library quarters;
George L. Stedman, prominent at the bar in Albany; George T. Angell,
President of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals; Moses
Plimpton, Linus Child, Dr. Samuel Hartwell, and others of more than
local prominence. William DeWitt Hyde, President of Bowdoin qulege,
received here his early education. ¢ Homnest Town’’ has grown into a
community of large results and greater possibilities.
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THE MARCY HOUSE.

Quite in the centre of Southbridge stands the Marcy House, the oldest
residence in the town and indeed in the vicinity. It is one of the first places
to which the attention of the visitor is directed on account of its historic
interest. It was built about the middle of the last century. Through its
doorway men passed to fight the Indians in the Colonial wars, later to join
the Revolutionary forces in the great struggle of the colonies for indepen-
dence, again in 1812, and still later in the Civil war.

The house is in a most excellent state of preservation ; the wainscoting
and decoration being in perfect repair. The windows have many small
panes of glass, and there is still the original many-paneled door.

In 1732 Moses Marcy came from Woodstock, Ct., and purchased a large
tract of land in Sturbridge. The estate comprised about four hundred acres
and is now occupied by the central village of Southbridge. Twenty-five
years later he built this house, which has always been occupied by his
descendants. William A. Marcy resides there at the present time.

Here, on December 12, 1786, was born the illustrious statesman, William

e T
L. Marcy.




HISTORIC SPOTS AND HOUSES.

. Cave of Rocks4n western part of Southbridge, said to have been
the dwelling-place for some time of James Dennison, who came to ** New
Medtield " about 1730, one of the earliest settlers of this region.

2. Old Clark homestead, at corner of High and Glover streets, one of
the earliest houses erected in town.

3. Old Oakes homestead, South street.

4. The Famous Elm, on Elm street, over 100 years old, which has a
currant bush growing in the crotch of the tree, over 25 years old. Next to
the ‘- Old Tavern.”

5. The Daniel Perry homestead. in Globe Village, West Main street.

6. The *Old Tavern.” once owned by Col. Benjamin Freeman.
The low part was built in 1744. The whole was recently torn down to
make room for the new Centre Fire Department Building.

7. The Capt. Danicl Newell place, West Main street, Globe Village.

8. The Litchfield Estate, South street. This house was erected about
1835, on land once belonging to the early family of Wolcotts, by Samuel H.
Judson, who, in 1867, sold it to the late Libya M. Litchfield. It is at
present owned by Worcester parties.




MAIN STREET, BUSINESS SECTION.
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Dresser block, containing Dresser Opera House; ldwards and

Edwards Memorial blocks.
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View ot Main street, looking east from Hamilton street corner.
Whitford & Stowe block, corner Main and Hamilton streets.
Barnes block, at corner of Main and Chapin streets.

View of business section looking west from Elm street.
Whitford & Ellis block.















































































