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REVISED BY-LAWS

ARTICLE I
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 1. The By-Laws of the Town of Southbridge
Adopted by the Town March 11, 1929 and approved by the
Attorney General May 29, 1929 are hereby amended and sup-
plemented with respect to their provisions dealing with Town
Meetings; Town Seal; Finance Committee; Selectmen; Re-
quirements in Town Contracts; Contracts by Town Officers;
Competitive Bids; Streets; Sidewalks; Junk Dealers; Rubbish;
Prosecutions and Penalties; Wiring Regulations; Plumbing
Regulations, and Building Regulations.

Section 2. Any By-Law contradictory of or inconsistent
with these By-Laws is hereby repealed.

Section 3. The repeal of a By-Law shall not thereby
have the effect of reviving any By-Law theretofore repealed.

Section 4. The repeal of a By-Law heretofore adopted
shall not affect any act done, ratified, confirmed or any right
accrued or established or any action, suit or proceeding com-
menced or had in a civil case, nor affect any punishment,
penalty or forfeiture incurred under such By-Law, nor shall
these By-Laws be retroactive.

Section §. Any By-Law now in full force and effect and
not contradictory of or inconsistent with these By-Laws is
not changed or repealed by these By-Laws.

Section 6. Words and phrases specifying or naming any
officer, board or committee of the Town, shall be construed as
including the lawful successor, or the person or persons hav-
ing the powers and performing the duties of such officer,
board or committee.

Section 7. When in a By-Law anything is prohibited
from being done without the license or permission of a cer-
tain officer, board or committeé! such officer, board or commit-
;c)eedshall have the right to license or permit such thing to

e done.

Section 8. Any or all of these By-Laws may be repealed
or amended or other By-Laws may be adopted by the vote of
two-thirds at any town meeting, an article or articles for that
purpose having been inserted in the warrant for such meeting
by the Selectmen.
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ARTICLE II

VOTING PRECINCTS
Disapproved by the Attorney General.

ARTICLE III

TOWN MEETINGS

i i tion of

Section 1. The annual town meeting for the elec
the Town officers shall be held on the First Friday of March of
each year. ting

Section 2. All business of the annual town meetings,
except the election of such officers and the determination of
such matters as are required by law to be selected or deteri
mined by ballot, shall be considered at an adJournment 1?
such meeting to be held on the second Monday following the
first Friday of March at 7:00 P. M. at a place or places des-
ignated on the warrant by the Selectmen.

Section 3. Notice of every town meeting shall be given
by publishing an attested copy of the warrant at legsﬁ_ twtlﬁe
in a newspaper or newspapers regularly printed within bl'e
town and by posting such attested copies in at least six public
places in the Town, not less than seven days before the day
fixed for such meeting. Said warrant to be prepared by the
Selectmen.

Section 4. In addition to the notifications required by the
foregoing section, the Selectmen shall, at the annual tovcslrp
meeting for the election of officers, furnish a ballot qf candi-
dates, and at each Precinct voting place make available to
the voters copies of the recommendations of the Finance Com-
mittee with respect to the matters in the warrant for the
adjourned Town Meeting to be held on the sgcceedmg Mon—
day. At every town meeting for the transaction of business,
the Selectmen shall furnish for all attending voters, copies
of the warrant together with the recommendations of the
Finance Committee.

Section 5. As soon as practicable after the adjournment
of any town meeting, on a vote to adjourn to another day the
clerk shall cause a brief statement of the day and hour to
which the adjournment was voted and of the business remain-
ing to come before the meeting, to be posted in at least six
public places within the town, and if the period of adjourn-
ment will permit, shall cause a similar notice to be published
in a local newspaper.

Section 6. One hundred and fifty registered voters at
any town meeting for the transaction of business shall con-

stitute a quorum. A motion to adjourn shall not require

a quorum.

2

Section 7. The moderator may appoint tellers, who shall
permit only registered voters to enter any town meeting. The
stage may be occupied under the direction of the moderator.

Section; 8. Articles of the warrant shall be acted upon
in the order in which they appear unless otherwise deter-
mined by vote of the meeting. ‘

Section 9. All motions requiring expenditure of money
shall be presented in writing. Other motions shall be in wrif-
ing unless permitted by the moderator to be presented orally.

Section 10. If a motion is susceptible of division, it shall
be divided and the question shall be put separately upon each
part thereof, if seven registered voters so request.

Section 11. When a question is before the meeting, the
following motions, namely: to adjourn; to lay on the table; for
the previous question; to postpone to a time certain; to com-
mit, recommit or refer; to amend; to postpone indefinitely;
shall be received and shall have precedence in the foregoing
order; and the first three shall be decided without debate.

Section 12. On proposed amendments involving sums of
money, the larger or largest amount shall be put to the ques-
tion first, and an affirmative vote shall be a negative vote on
any smaller amount.

Section 13. Any person, who is not a registered voter,
shall be admitted to a town meeting and shall be allowed to
address a meeting only upon unanimous consent of the reg-
istered voters at the meeting. Any person who is employed
as an attorney or who represents another in any matter un-
der discussion at a town meeting shall disclose the fact of his
employment before speaking thereon.

Section 14. When a question is put, the sense of the
meeting shall be determined by a show of hands, and the mod-
erator shall declare the vote as it appears to him. If the
decision of the chair is doubted, or a division of the house is
called for, the moderator shall request all persons in the house
to be seated, and may appoint tellers. The question shall then
be distinctly stated, and those voting in the affirmative and
negative respectively, shall rise and stand in their places un-
til they are counted by the moderator or tellers, if any. No
person shall be counted who does not comply with the request
to occupy a seat, if seats in the hall are available. If there are
not available seats, those standing shall be counted separately
by a show of hands.

- Section 15. The meeting may order that the vote on any
motion shall be taken by a “Yes or No” ballot in writing.

Section 16. No person shall speak more than once on
any question to the exclusion of any other person who may
desire to speak thereon, nor more than twice without first
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