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Pebrusry, T94T,

T U Y v o
The Trustecs prosent wers ;;u&epmeﬁujlg) Yoy,

Crawford, laliberte,and Mrs.Smith,

M. ¥Wells was Made chairman in Mr, Edwards ashsence,

h

The report was read and accepted for accounts and minutes

of lagt meeting. Then the auddtor'd report was read and
accepted. and placed on Tile, The.Trusﬁeeﬂ approved the
payment of $5,00 Tor this service, |
The trustees records were also sudited by o @tate
suditor,
My, Crawiord (treaﬁursv)lappeared befor the Winasnce -~ . - _ w
Commitbee of tue uﬁwn explained and filed the budge tand fin

ancial report for this year, The Librarisn's report wag

algo Tiled at the Selectmen's office.

Adn article wed filed to appear in the Town Warrsnt

regarding the appointment of a Treasurer For the Trust Fundg,

The invoices for the month were signed and the

meeting adjourned,

Mrag,Hamilton K,8mith,Bec,




JACOB EDWARDS MEMORTAL LIBRARY

MEETING - MARCH 25, 1941

Postponed monthly meeting was called by the Chairman,
J. X. Edwards at 7:00 P.M.

Those present were: Messrs, Kay, FEdwards, Laliberte, Crawford,
and Miss Shane.

Absent: Messrs, Wells, Francaszzi, and Mrs. Smith.

The Secretary's report of the Januvary 15, and February 19
meetings wag read and duly accepted, and ordered placed on file,

In the absence of Mrs. Smith, W. W. Crawford acted as Secretary
Pro-tem.

Report of the Treasurer was read, duly accepted and ordered placed
on file.

Consistent with the vote at the Town Meeting on March 10, 1941:
"Article 20 - voted that the Town authorize the Board of Trustees
of the Jacob Rdwards Memorial Library Lo appoint one of its members
as treasurer on the condition that he give bond as reduired under
the provisiongof Section 10 of Chapter 78 of the General Laws",

the Trustees authorized the filing of application for the bond

to be purchased through the office of J. E. Desrosgiers.

Current invoices were discussed and duly approved for payment.

Librarian reported on the invoice from Foley's News covering
periodical subscriptions for the year 1941. Wiss Shane pointed
out that the library was being charged retail prices for the
publications, whereas, libraries may purchase them at special
prices. Disregarding newspaper guvbegcriptions which are at net
rates, the invoice calls for periocdicsl subseriptions amounting
to §266.50. It was pointed out that from two different sonrces
it was learned this represented an excess cost of $58, and $58.
resgpectively. Miss Shane wasg to discugs this situation with
Me. Foley, and in view of the order being placed previous to
her asgumption of responsibility the invoice would be paid as
rendered if Mr. Foley did not suggest any other basis of
settlement.

Mise Shane brought up for discussion guestion of sources of book
supply, and stated that there was a cut-rate market through which
a slight additional discount might be obtained. There scemed

to be some guestion as to whether the amount ssved would be
offset by advantages now obtainable through the sources of

supply that have been patronized in the past. It was voted




to leave this matter to the experience and jJudgment of the
librarian.

Miss Shane recommended the adjustment of certain rayroll rates
retroactive to Janunary 1, 1941, The amount involved would bhe
less than $100. snd it was voted to authorize the adjusiment.
The Town Accountant had been consulted and stated that it vwas
permissible to have payroll adjusiments retroactive if so voted,
and provision for payment had been made in budget.

There was a discussion of the cost of heating water by gas.
Migs Shane reportved that resulits were unsatisfactory, and the
cogt too high. It wag voted that Hir. Laliberte be directed to
replace gas with water leg to be installed in heating boiler.

Mr. Laliberte presented a special contract which he had obtained
from the Worcester County FElectric Company and which was signed
by Mr. Edwards. The special rates will result in a saving of
from $50. to $55. a year on the basis of present electrical
consumphtion.

It was voted to record the appointment of Trustees by the
Town for the year commencing April 1, 1941 as follows:

J. K. Bdwards
0., J. Laliberte
Rene Francazzi

It waeg also veported and recorded that the Rdwards Trustees were
likewise reappointed, effective April 1, 1941.

Tt was voted that the Library would, in the future, until other-
wise changed make no digtineiion bebtween the privilege of
resident  and non-resident borrowers with respect to time,
Upon motion duly made it wag voted to adjourn at 9:00 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

W. W. CRAWFORD, Secretary Pro-tenm

bj
a/9/41
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AprilIo4I,

Regular meeting with Heggers,Bdwards, Crawford,
Laliberte,and Mra.Snith,oresent.
The minutes of the last meeting were read and accepted,
Hr, Liibebte brought in o report concerning the hot water
heater but 1t wag declded after due consideratlon Lo look up
the prices of an upgtalirs unit to'neat mn by electricity to
eliminate a gas bili. #Lllthlg to be decided upon aiter feoeiph
off costs ete., were Tigured,
Four new sereens were.to e purcﬁased Lo go on wine-
dowg near the stacks,
The resignation oi firs, 0'Shaughnessy was read and acceph
sed{to take afte ct Junel,IudI) It was voted to have Mrs,Smith
wrige a letter to her thanking her for the years of Tfalthful

gerrvice and the the trustees regpetbed her going,

It was voted to give Migs. MacMasters the pogition
thus open and to give her a week's vacatlon besldes thie regular
2 weeksg she takes each yearior gpecial training at the
University of New Hampshire, Thig change to make kngs
Berneim a full time worker instead ol a 30 hour a week one,

Bhe also To receive a weeks vacallon.
BiilLg Tor © ne current were gilgned and the meeting
ad journed,

Mrg.Hamatton K. Smilth,Scc,
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Special Meoting held in May, I94T

.

Th tovn zlloted the Liprary the sum of one thousand

f - dollarg for repairs and necessgary painbing after over
| .

{ ; twenty years of conbinual service to the public.
i
f { : AL this meeting it was decidedbo have Mr.Laliberte

have charge of the re-conditioning of bLthe main room,reference
room and the librarian'e study. The ceilings to. be whitened
gsilde wallg painted and columng repaired,and thig to be done during
the summer monthg, |
Lighting was digcussed with a special representative

from Wowcester pregsenting solutions,it was voted to lay this metter
on  the table fTor the pregent, A special rate was obtained by
Mr,Laliberte and the Light bills should be redused.

A truck for moving books was purchased and geversl

small items to make the plant more effiecient,

Hr.Crawv@ord, MR, Wellg,Mr,Laliberte,Mr,Kay and VMira.
Snith were pregent,
Meel lng adjourned,

Mrs Smith,Bec,




June, 1941,

Mrs.5Smlth and KHr. Wells and Mr.Crawford were the only

ones present .,

?he reports of the secretary and treasuerer were
read and Ciled as well as the treasurer's bond. The labter
to be kept by the Librarian,

The treecs have been fed and sprayed by a Tree
surgeonf Mr, Ormsby ) Price #55.75

I. It wag voted to have a sleeve @uton the lower:
part of the flag pole where it hag corrdded Lo prevent further
damage .,

2, lilg Mec Master's pay to be increased to 900,

as of July,I,I94l,

5« Pergong uging the librory during the summer must

make a deposit of $I1.00 or $2,00as the case requires.

Miss Shane digcussed the current problems and hew ghe

lg meeting them and the meeting wag adjourned,

Mrs,.Hamilton K. Smith,Sec,




Uetober I9A4T,

Those present were lMesgers,lidwards,8rawford,Laliberte
and Mrg, Smilth,
The report of the finances glnce June were heard and
aooeptede
It was voted to expend the balsnce of the town
allotment Ffor the cuerent year toward the following

. newspaper room

I.redecorating
museun He

2, [Llevator repairs. $200.limit,
Je lag pole repair,
4. Steel file, $25,00 limit for hook ends etec.,

Hotion made to ligt andloan to the Wellg Huseun articles

in the library basement mugeum room,
Voted to give the Janitor a raise of I0% effective Oct,I,IAI
Meeting adjourned,

Mrg, Hamliton K. Smith,
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Octover 15,1947,

Cmeontar meeting wag held with R, Srawiford, MR,

Ldweirds , MR, Laliberte,sand MRS.Smith present,

Bir, Grawiord's repovt was resdand accenbed, He

LA

recommended that the commithtes consider the need ad renslirs

and improvements necesgary for mainbensnce be expendod

4.

préor Lo the rear I942 when the apnrévrition might nobt o

2 T
availahle,

T Ll R B |

It way voted Lo hove e, Snith consald Pr. Toldton

apoul bhe cost of Hullding bookensan and decorating the

room Tormelly know as the mugeum,and to report ot a fubure

meaet lng,. -

The bill for the repalr of the elevator wes Honded

in Dy Mr,laliberte And payvment of same was authorigied, Mr

e

2 Was also to attend to the vepsir ol

=
W
=
[
p—
o
(L
ot

bronve

oF
e
@

ralling on the stairs ot enhrance §F i

bullding,

th]

Voted 4o allow bub of town persons vorking in Soullim
brodge to use the Library by depod@iting the regular amount

4
X

-

i

oS

&

required of sunmer residen

Voted o keep the Library closed this winter on
sundays.

eeting odjourned,

Regnectfully submitted,

Iirg, Homilton X.5mith. Decretary.,




FROM THE LIBRARY:

Cartridege pouch: initials "P. T.Y
Tin canteen

Loving cup. "Southdridge Light Infantry®
Digpatch pouch. MU, 8.0

2 shot pouches

Painted powder horn

Epanlette marked G. H. Hartwell 1944
2 Bayonet sheathes

Miniature bale of cotton presented by Central Mills Co.
Bayonet sheath with dlspatch case
Sword '

Rifle ’

Large Spinning wheel

FPlax whesel

Clock resl

Two niddy~-noddies -

Wooden auger bit ‘
Patent papers and imperial seal in case.
Piece of Charter oak

Under hammer pistol

2 wooden sanders

Candle mold

Pair wooden shoes

Glass pestle

Shustle

Miscellaneous Indian volics
Leather covered bhox

Surveyor's transit

Bunll yoke

Cow hide trunk

Leather sult case

Ax

Plax hetchel

fin churn

Bull yoke

Bison's head

Roster of Sp. Am., war Veterans
Pictorial map of Southbridge

Adr. of lst Sturbridge fair

Photo of Civil War veterans
EBngraving of Gov. Harcy

Map of Southbridge
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294 CHARLTON.

told me what I might become, and helped me on in life at that critical
juncture. Whatever of merit or distinction I have since attained to, T
owe to him more than to any other living person.””

And here it may be remarked, that, General Salem: Town
was not extraordinary in either inteilect or cultivated ability:
he was a man of fair culture and genersl understanding, but
gomewhat remarkable in his kindness of heart and genial tem-
perament ; for these qualities he was conspicuous.

Through a long life he has acted the part of a useful man,
always gaining friends but never losing them. His efforts
have exhibited a desire to do good, always interested in pro-
moting common school edueation, good morals, and religion.

It the early period of his life he was for a thne engaged by
the State authoritics as a surveyor, in laving out the public
lands in the State of Muaiue, then known us the Proviance of
Maine, a part of the State of Massachusetts.  In this capacitv e
Lad served in iz more immediate vicinity, under the late Caleb
Ammidown, Ezg., of Charlton, who was noted in all that region
in that respect; when at the sale of the personal effects of My,
Ammidown, by Lis executors, after hiz decease, Mr. Town
purchased at public auction on that occasion, the surveying
Instruments the deceased had for many vears been aceustomed
1o use, and which were continued for that purpose by him so
long as he followed that occupation.

At a recent period when, having no further use for such in-
straments, this writer being on a visit to him, at his residence
at Orﬁ.ﬁ:? conversation turned incidentaliv to the character
and doings of the late Caleb-Ammidown, the grandfather of
his visitor, ther accompanied by his eousin. the late Hon.
Ebenezer D. Ammidewn; and among other things was related
by the general, his acquaintance and great respect for the late
Mr. Ammidown; and observed, that he now possessed the
identical compass he purchased, and had long used as aforesaid,
when by request this instrument was bought by the writer,

.II-V

H; storieatl Collécions

‘manship of the late Peregrine White, of Woodstock, long

CHARLTON. . 225

and since by him deposited in the museum or cabinet of the
public library of his native town; the same having been used
among the last acts of the late Caleb Ammidown, in makine
the first survey of the territory, which originally formed the
Poll Parish, incorporated in 1801, and which became the town
of Southbridge in 1816. There may this compass, the work-

remain as 2 memento of the past, appropriately finding rest,
reminding those of the present generation, and those to follow,
of the valnable duties it has aided to perform, and also serve
as & memorial of the character and important services rendered
during the wisely and usefully spent Iives of the much re-
spected owners, through whose hands it has passed, and at
last found rest in that useful and excellent institution.

CALEB AMMIDOWN. m

In further illustration of the character of Mr. Ammidown
and his ancestry, the following is given :

The Ammidowns are descendants of French Huguenots;
the ancestor of all of this namne.in America was Roger
Aimedoune, who came to New England with the first colonists
to found Massachusetts. He arrived at Salem (before that
place took this name), then called Naumkeag. As Mr. Felt
remarks in his history of this town,

“* Bulem was indebted for its first settlement to the failure of 2 plant-
ng, fishing. and trading enterprise at Cape Ann, which fruitless attempt
was made by 2 number of gentiemen belonging to Dorchester in England,
among whom the Rev. John White took the principal lead (about the
year 16243, .

‘*His heart was strongly set on establishing s colony in Massachu-
setts. His chief desire and exertion was, that it might become a
place of refuge from the corruptions and oppressions which prevailed
at home under the countenance of James I.  He had learhed that some
persons of the Plymouth FPlantations were obliged with their families to
leave and reside at Nantagket. The occasion of such a separation was
their siding with the Rev. John Lyford, whe was ordered to quit the

154




FROM THE LIBRARY:

Cartridge pouch: initials "P. T,
Tin canteen
Loviag cup. "Southbridge Light Infantry"
Digpatch pouch, AU, §.,¢
2 shot pouches
Fainted powder horn
Bpaulette marked G. H, Hartwell 1944
2 Bayonst shenthean :
Miniature bale of cotton presented by Central Mills Co.
Bayonet sheath with diepatch cnse '
Syord
Rifle
Large Spinning wheesl
Flax whesal
Glock real
- Two niddy-noddies
Wooden auger bit
Patent papers and imperial seal 1n case.
Prece of Chavter oak
Under hammer pistol
2 wooden sanders '
Gandle mold
Patr wooden shoeu
Glass peatle
huttle
Misocollansoug Indian volics
Lenther covered box
Surveyor's transit
Bull yoke
Cow hide trunk
Leathsyr sult case
Ax
Flax hetohel
Tin churn
Bull yoks
Bigon's head
Roster of 8yp. Am. war Veterans
Pletorial map of BSouthbridgs
Adr. of let Sturdridze fair
Photo of Civil Way veterans
Bngraving of Gov. Marcy
Yap of Southbridee




ARTHUR J. KAVANAGH
38 NEWELL AVENUE
SOUTHBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS 01550

Way 24, L9sy

r. Warven Leon
Old Sturbridege Viltage
sturbridee MA 0LS66

PBear Warren:
alen Amaldown's surveyor's compage

Lagt Sunday while we wece chebiing o ssiked avboubt bhe sur-
veyor's compas:s which uged Lo be in one of Lhe roong oif bhe
Salem Yowne thouse, bul has now been reaoved. You secmed inter-
ested in what 1 bold you of ULhe history of bthe piece. tince then
b have dug out some pertineni references and am enclosing Ghenm.

I first became aware of the coumpsgs 25 years or so apo when
reading about the history of Chavlton zud of Soubthbridge in
Holmes Ammidown's "Historical Colleclions", two volumes published
in the 18Y0¢. Ammidown was a native of Chavlton, in the part now
in Southbridege, who left Gtown anid prospered. He wau always inbter-
egted in local hisbory; hence the "Collectiouns". He algo rebained
his interest in Southbridge and itse development, and when he
had fhe Ammidown block on Main 4Gtreet ereccted he gave Loe Town a
rent-free lease of the seceowl [loor lor a library for ss long
as the town wanted to use it for thst purpose. He gave uhe
livbrary many books, and s large part ol the books in the present
History Room are from his collzciion.

In vol. Il of the "Coliections", beginuing on p 22%, he
discusses Gen. Talem Town (sic), but svon gets off into s discus-
gion of his own grandfather, Caleb Ammidown. See the enclosed copy
of pp. 224-5. 'The author pets btanpled up in his own grammar,
but the meat of the discussion ig¢ that Town hsd boughlt Caleb's
surveyling equipment after Caleb's desbh,. and used it lovr many
sears., AL the Gime of Lhe visit Jdewseribed here, Holues Ammidown
_bought the compase from Town, and ullimately prescnted it bo the
Soubhbridge library, to ve kept in the "museum or cabineu'.

After reading this I inquired of the (acting) librarisn of
the time about a  historical "museum or cabinet". She did not
xnow of any such thing, but recalied that s nuoaber of yeanrs be-
fore gome old things of Lhe nature of hisbtoric arbtifscts had beep
given to "the Village".

By this bime [ had been sround Southbridge long encuph Go
know that "the Villege" meant 05V, =0 1 gobt on Lhe phone, and
found out ttat the conpass was on display in tbe Salen lowne house.
I wae invited to cowe over to sec it, and did go. 1t was shown there
gith no suprestion of its interest in connection with local hig-
00y .
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A number of years labter | was browsing through the records
of meetings of the trustees of Jacob Hdwards library, and happened
on bthe records of the action transtferring the articles. Tinclosed
are copies of pp. 201 and 205 or the record book or the time,
containing the minuteg of the meetings of Qctober 1941 and Novem-
ber 12, 1941,

The October minubtes conbtain the arvicle, "Motion made to list
and loan to the Wells WMuseum articles in the library basement
mugeum room,"

The November minubtes conbtain the sentence, "A 1list ol items
was placed on file of the articles loaned to the Quinebaug Village
Museum Irom the Library."

No such list is entered on the pages ot the record book, but
a list of items was inserted, loose, between the pages. [ am en-
closing a copy of that as well. (I suspect that the 1944 in the
Hartwell enbtry is a bypo.) The liegt includes a "Surveyor's transit',
but 1 am pretty sure that s compass was intended, and bthat it
must have been the Ammidown compass. — Somewhere there exists o
photograph of the historical cabinet, and among other things it
did contain & surveyor's compass. - The compassz which 1 had seen
in the Salem Towne house was a Peregrine White instrument,

I forget who it was with whom I had talked when 1 called the
Village, but he remarked thset the compags as received had beean in
rather poor condition, -and that they had had to sgend it out for
refurbishing. He sald that the bottom had peen mutilated (or coume
guch word) and that they had had to repaitr it and provide a btripod.
On thinking this over recently { have wondered, wany early coa-
passes were supported on a Jacob staffl, so-called, a singls stralpght
rod or shaft polnted and iron-shod at the bottom ror plevcing the
ground, and having a socket Jjoint on the top. I wonder whether this,
and not a tripod, wags the original equipment.

One trifling disappointment about the Ammidown compass sticks
in my mind. T was going to give a talk about Chariton-Southoridgge
history before the Charlton Historical Society, and thought it would
add interest to have the Ammidown compass on exhibit, I made arrangeme
to do this. The compass was Lo be brought over for Bhe evening
by Harris Prouty, a past president of the Hisbtorical Society who
was then employed at the Village. When 1 got to the meeting, Harris
told me that someone higher up had decided that the Ammidown compass
was too valuable to let out, go they sent another one like iv,
“which they thought would do as well. Of course the whoie point of
the exhibit was lost.

bincerely,

P.oe L mentioned having seen you,to fivelyn Petrelli the other day

and vhat reuminded her that someof them had peen remariing a lew

days before Lhat they hadn’t heard from Cindy for quibe a while,

and wondered what she was doing. I was pglad to be able to pass along

the information you gpave me. J
/A
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Regular meeting November I2,T04T,

W

Thoge present,Me, Crawford, e, Kay, Mpe,o dwards,

r. Yellg adn Mrs.Smibth,

Mr, Kay wosg made echairm an pro tem, and called for the
secretary's report as well as that of Lhe treagurer's which
were read and accepted,

Hr. Colton was ppegent and submitted details regard-

ilng the progress of re decorating the new room in the hagsement
{01d mugeun room) The Tinal detalls were loTt fo Fra,8mith
for completion. The bullding of 2 cubboard for the Librarian's

room was left to M¥Mr, Colton after conferring with Miss,%hane,

A list of items wag placed on Tile of the articles

loaned to the Quinebaug Village Museum from the Library,

he bronze work at entrance asg well asz Lhs Tlag

¥y

vole

have heen renalred,

Meeting ad journed,

Respectfully submitted,




.,
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Special Meeting held December 2, 19471,

Hr,Gdwards, lir, VUglls, Mr,Kay ,Hr. Laliberte,and Mrs,Smith

present,
Voted to invest HI000, (treasury funde) in the

Southbridge Savings Bank,

Voted to expend $200 on caxwxyntc,“ worl under the

-

superviglion of lr.Coltonand MrggHamlilton ¥. Smith. This

to be book ~asey nlong phe walls of''museun room!

Voted to close the newspaper room in the basement
and o move the newdpapers to th mafn reading room, The
ragk was re pbullt to fit the avallable space

Meetling adjourned.

Regpect™lily submitted,

9%% Novunllonag /77 Sonctt

legular meeting December 23,1941,
lir,Cravlord, Hr,idells Hr.Kay and dr.Laliberte,and Mrs, Smith,
Pregent,
Yoted to employ an auditor Tor the books as 1in rrevicus

vears Tor the fiscal year.

The new specdal zccount in the Southbridege Saving's Bank

known as"The Jacob Hdward's memorial lerwry"account.
Voted to bransfer Bradford amount in National bhank Lo

the Baving's Bank account,
Meweting adjourned,

Regspectully submitted,

207
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